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PURE AND HOLY VESSELS

I. Over the past several weeks the LORD has been speaking regarding a very specific theme to us as a spiritual community - two weeks ago we were challenged regarding the condition of our hearts, and last week he spoke to us about holiness.
A) As a spiritual family we are ‘leaning in’ for more of what God has for us – we have our Target 2010 goals, we are believing for supernatural demonstrations of God, we are believing for a greater manifestation of healing, we are seeing progress (close to 30 people made commitments last month in services).

B) God wants us to walk in these things so he is growing and preparing us to do so… and right at the core of it all is that we would be living lives where our hearts are right towards Him and we live in holiness.

C) We cannot be living in sin and expect to walk in the things that God has for us. (Acts 5 – Ananias and Sapphria)
D) Every major ‘move of God’ had an element of holiness mixed in there (recent examples include Brownsville, Toronto Blessing, Bogota, Around the World…)

E) God is preparing us for the things that are to come – so one of the things he is speaking to us about is the condition of our heart/holiness. CWL this will be a ‘deal breaker’ for us… (Pick up where Ty left off)
II. Justification 101
A) Romans 5:1

B) Justification means to be ‘declared righteous’ – just as if I never sinned

C) We deserved eternal punishment but God in his love/mercy made a way out for each of us.

D) Example: Man in Kingston, Ontario

E) We are justified by faith in Jesus Christ

F) Visual = Destroying a piece of paper (rep. evidence)

G) Romans 3:23 – often is taught in the context that we have all sinned (which is true) but it actually was simply setting the stage to explain our free justification.

III. Some would say that since we have been justified by faith that we don’t need to talk about ‘living right’ or holiness – that that is moving into the territory of legalism.
A) Romans 6:1 – Paul addresses this very issue

B) Being justified is not a license to sin but is actually an empowerment not to - When we truly understand our justification we can’t help but be passionate about living in righteousness/holiness. 

C) Justification + Sanctification (holiness) are eternally linked… we must always teach one in context of the other (ditches)
IV. Sanctification 101
A) 1 Thess. 4:3-8

B) Sanctification has a three-fold meaning (Visual: China Plate):

1. Positional: a dedication, consecration, setting apart for a specific and holy use

2. Practical: the cleansing/purging of moral defilement

3. Final: when Jesus returns for us
C) Positionally we are sanctified but we still have a responsibility to cleanse ourselves of moral defilement (practical) (1 John 1:9)

D) Someone might ask – what’s the big deal? If I know that I’m righteous through Jesus and I can repent and God will forgive me… then what is the problem if I “struggle” a bit?

E) When we willfully participate in sin we default from our position of righteousness back to one of unrighteousness – and lose all the benefits of our righteous position! (Fellowship with the Father, prayers being answered, protection, provision, death, sabotaging the plan of God and ultimately our salvation). Visual: two positions
F) 2 Timothy 2:20-21 – cleanse himself from the latter

G) The time is short, Jesus is returning soon and the Father is looking for men and women of sanctification – those who are serious about being a vessel that he can impact the nations through - who are going to go 100% with Him, those who will ‘cleanse’ themselves.

V. How do I cleanse myself? (Most struggle but want to be free)
A) Intimacy with God (Romans 11:16)

· The high call is that of intimacy with Him

· The answer is not to fight sin but to become consumed by the ‘sinless’ one

· How Does this Look (HDTL)? This is the call to radical prayer, fasting and study of the scriptures

B) Through faith in Him (1 Cor. 1:30)
· We are not saved by trying – we are saved by believing on Jesus and receiving his power… it is the same way with sanctification… Jesus has become our sanctification so we believe on him and receive His power
· HDTL? Flows out of intimacy but we meditate on the Word regarding the fact that Jesus has sanctified us… that we are a new creature and we simply believe that he has empowered us.

C) Live holy and repent when I miss it
· There is a massive difference between repentance and feeling sorry - many times we don’t like the consequences or the fact that we got caught… but we still like the sin.

· Repentance = change of thinking which leads to a change in action.

· HDTL? Cultivate a hatred for sin and when you realized you have sinned there is a brokenness, a heart-felt confession before the LORD and strong action to change.

D) Leverage the GIGO principle 
· GIGO stands for “Garbage In, Garbage Out”
· Vigilantly guard against any form of ‘moral difilement’/sin

· We ultimately become what we behold

· HDTL? I’m cultivating intimacy, putting my faith in Jesus, if I mess up I repentant fast and strong and I vigilantly guard my eyes, ears, and the environments I’m in.
· What comes in my eyes, ears and the environments I put myself in will get in my heart and will bear a harvest!

E) “Bulldog Factor”
· There is something intangible that we bring to the table – our willingness to press through and never quit.
· My dad calls it the ‘desperation’ factor, Kenneth Copeland calls it a quality decision, Abraham had it when he believed for  son for 20 years, Joseph had it when he had these dreams of ruling but went from slavery to prison (and still stayed faithful), Moses had it when he stood at the edge of the Red Sea and stretched forth his rod, Joshua had it when he led the children of Israel around Jericho, David had it when we faced Goliath, Elijah had it when he faced down the prophets of Baal, Esther had it when she prepared to go into the King, S,M, and A had it when they told N “we will not bow”, John had it when he marched out the wilderness into his destiny, Paul and Silas had it when they had been whipped, beaten and thrown in prison but were praising in the midnight hour, Jesus had it when they took him, beat him and nailed him to the cross – when he descended into hell.
· There is so much that God has provided for us but there still needs to be a man/woman who says “I will” and does not back down from that decision. They may fall but they get back up!
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