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WHAT IS BURIED IN YOUR TENT?
I. We are going to continue along the theme of holiness/ sanctification this week with a particular focus on the practical application.

a. Sanctification = to be set apart for a holy use (unto the Lord) and holiness is what flows out of this sanctification.

b. 2 Corinthians 6:16-18 (and 19) – God is really serious about us stepping it up in holiness (he who has ears to hear let him hear)

c. Word (Samuel K.) – God is going to start revealing specific people to us who have illnesses and they are going to be healed – we are going to be awakened in a fresh way to have form + power… Genesis 18:18-19 – that CWL will become a great and mighty nation and all nations of the earth will be blessed through it… it was connected to there being a people who are willing to run with this thing of holiness.

d. God has called us to know Him, he has called us to do significant things for his Kingdom (early days… if I were to tell you, you would not believe it, do not despise small beginnings) but part of our responsibility is to perfect holiness in the fear of the LORD
II. Type: Achan taking the cursed things at Jericho (Joshua 7)
a. God’s passion for the Children of Israel was for them to take the promise land = God’s passion is for us to walk in the fullness of his promise in every area.

b. Achan took some of the accursed spoils from Jericho = us living in unrepentant sin.

· Sin is ‘missing the mark, breaking God’s law’

· It is when we ‘take hold of’ something that God has cursed

· Let’s get real here: how many of us have taken “possession” of things that God has cursed? Thought life? Speech? Actions? In our entertainment choices? 
· Example – Justin Davis (www.refineus.org)
“Philippians 4:8 says “ Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things.”

The truth about me is that I struggled with sexual sins. Those weren’t the only sins that I struggled with, but those were the ones that ultimately destroyed my marriage. Here is what’s wild: I taught this passage on Sunday morning. I quoted this passage to guys I met with that had pornography addictions. I often shared this verse with friends I played basketball with that couldn’t stop cussing. I knew this passage…but didn’t apply it. Well, I guess I applied it to the point that it felt comfortable…but not when it conflicted with CSI Miami, or Grey’s Anatomy, or The Practice. I never quoted it when I was trying to talk Trisha into watching a rated “R” movie that “only has one sex scene that we can fast forward through.” I never broke out this verse as I was walking into the movie theater to watch Wedding Crashers. I knew this verse was truth, but didn’t take seriously the downside of not applying it to my life.

During the time that I fasted from TV, God really broke my heart with this verse.  I spent so much more time in His word than I had probably ever spent, and came to terms with the fact that I was a hypocrite when it came to Philippians 4:8. He showed me how compromise and justification had become second nature. Once I admitted to the struggles I had with pornography and lust, I began to see how some of the things I was filling my mind with were being used by the Enemy to point me and even our family in that direction. I had blown it off and thought I was above it, and honestly, judged people in my church that didn’t watch the shows that I watched or went to the movies that I went to…”they must not be as strong in their faith as I am.”

Wherever sin lives, intimacy dies. That is true in your relationship with God, and it is true in your marriage. But the good news is that wherever intimacy lives, sin dies. I don’t know what this looks like for you…really that is between you and God. But for us, we watch very little network TV. We attend very few movies these days. I guess that is a price that we have chosen to pay…but the payoff is huge. We have shared this principle with couples, and they say… “So, no Office? No How I Met Your Mother? No Grey’s Anatomy?” No…not for us. We feel like being sold out to purity in our thoughts, in our hearts, in our marriage and in our family means saying no to things we know violates this principle.”

c. Israel is defeated at Ai = we are defeated in possessing/walking in what God has for us.

· Vs. 5 – 36 men died. Sin has real consequences

· When someone is cursed

· Visual – a cursed object… don’t touch it but the enemy comes to tempt.

· Sin: 

1. Destroys you relationship with God

2. Destroys your relationship with others

3. Opens you wide up to the enemy 

4. Destroys your God-given destiny

5. Leads to eternal destruction
· Sexual Immorality – masturbation/porn/fooling around… you open yourself up to the demonic, STD’s, unplanned pregnancy (murder through abortion), you open yourself up to torment, you can no longer bond, you get married and it is a disaster, demonic torments you. 
· We need to see this in the community sense… rather than just the individualistic (all of Israel were defeated)

d. Achan and his family are killed = judgment/cleansing

· Sounds severe – Romans 11:22 – goodness and severity of God
· Sin is this serious! (36 people died and the entire nation of Israel was in danger)

· Many play with sin because they do not understand the serious, serious danger that it poses and they do not know Jesus the Righteous King/Judge.

· Good news – you and I deserve to be stoned (judged) but Jesus was stoned for us as the final sacrifice and if we put our faith in him we can be forgiven.

· Our victory does not come because of our holiness – it comes because of Jesus but holiness keeps us positioned to receive.
e. Many of us tonight have areas of unrepentant or habitual sin that is stopping us from personal and corporate advancement (there are some spiritual Achan’s in the house)

· When we play with sin we lose big time… CWL loses big time… and people go to hell (and ultimately we might too)

· There is a big difference between struggling against something and choosing to sin and not caring.

· If you don’t care – I humbly and with a holy fear ask you to see if you are born again.

· If you do? There is a grace from God to begin to run with holiness… today is the day for you to break free and live a life of freedom/holiness.
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