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The GAP

I. I have a WORD regarding a season that many of us are in personally, and that we are in as a spiritual community.

A. In the Bible we see a spiritual pattern – promise… GAP… fulfillment. The “GAP” is the period between when we first are made aware of the promise and when we actually have the fulfillment of it. (Example: Abraham – there was a GAP between when he received the promise from God and Issac was born)
B. Why is this important? Our attitude/actions during the GAP are often the determining factor as to whether we even actually enter into the Promise (another example: Children of Israel… Egypt… Wilderness… Promise Land)

C. Most of us personally are in the GAP right now in numbers of areas of our lives… we are in the GAP as a church and we need to be encouraged/instructed on how to press through to the Promise Land.

II. How do I know if I’m in the GAP?

A. Example: Pregnancy

· When you first find out you are excited = promise
· There is a gap between the time you find out, and the time you have the baby (fulfillment) – and in many ways it isn’t fun.
1) It involves change

2) It is uncomfortable

3) It can be painful

4) It gets progressively more intense – up to labor

5) There is pressure
6) You often reach a point where you wish you never got pregnant in the first place

· You can avoid the ‘trouble’ of pregnancy but then you never bring new life forth – it is the same way in the Spirit.
B. When we are in the gap change is required of us, it is uncomfortable spiritually, it can be painful, it progressively gets more intense (or depending on our perspective: worse), it involves pressure, you reach the point where you want to throw in the towel.

C. If we are not taught the blessing/favor of God in right context we become off-balanced and do not rightly divide it with the verses that talk about suffering with Him, persevering, enduring to the end.

D. Sub-consciously we believe that anything that is hard, hurts or challenging is not the will of God for our lives – so we come into a GAP season and things get hard and we ABORT or MISCARRY what God is doing.

E. Example: a soldier who thought basic training was going to be a vacation (US Marine Mistake)
F. Revelation 2-3… to Him who overcomes. End-time Church…
III. Here are some examples of the wrong way to handle the GAP:

A. “Shock” – what is happening to me? I’m a Christian… life is supposed to be easy… something is wrong here.

B. Quitting – this is hard, I’m not doing it anymore

C. Slothfulness – this is hard, I’m going into neutral (Hebrews 6:12)

D. Frustration/Anger – this is hard – I’m frustrated and angry!

E. Complaining – this is hard, this isn’t fair, why, why, why, God why are you letting this happen to me… why, why, why

IV. James 1:2-4 teaches us the right way to handle the GAP

A. Stay connected – in GAP seasons we must press into intimacy with God not pull away from it! (Ex: Wilderness: follow the cloud/fire)
B. Count it all joy – we need to stir up and walk in the joy that comes from Jesus (comment: living out the great commandment)
C. Work your faith – we need to have a word and believe God! Keep believing no matter what!
D. Work your patience – we need to stand firm no matter what! (Heb 6:12) Keep standing no matter what!
E. Ask God for wisdom – the GAP can be shortened by us lining up with God and getting things in order (Ex. Children of Israel)
V. Examples of people who ‘bridged the Gap’
A. Joseph – gets a dream… is cocky… get’s thrown in a pit… sold as a slave in Egypt… stays faithful and rises up… obeys God in sexual purity and gets thrown in jail… stays faithful and ends up 2nd in Command and preserves the generational line of Christ.

B. David – gets anointed to be King over Israel… defeats Goliath… becomes a great warrior… Saul tries to kill him… he flees for his life… Saul kills an entire family of priests who try to help him… has to live in the Wilderness… ends up going to the Philistines… comes home to find his village in ruins and all his family captured… becomes King.

C. Apostle Paul – gets born again… preaches the gospel… they try to kill him… he spends three years in Arabia growing and developing… travels to Jerusalem… they are suspicious of him… the Jews try to kill him again… he is sent to his hometown of Tarsus for four years… Barnabus gets him to help in Antioch… he embarks on his first Missionary Journey in 44 AD… 11 years after he first Encounters Jesus.
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