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A Tribute: Jesus Christ

I wanted to take some time to simply go through the account of what Jesus went through for you and me (I will not be able to hit every point but highlight some of the main ones)

I. Jesus in the Garden (Gabrielle: Just For Me)
· Jesus had just finished the ‘Last Supper’ with his disciples and they went to the Garden of Gethsemane
· He went to pray and prepare himself for what he knew was to come.
· Luke 22:44 says that he was in agony and prayed earnestly… 

· AGONY = means pain, distress and conflict – he was in a battle

· EARNESTLY = to be stretched to the point of breaking

· His sweat become like drops of blood on the ground = hemohydrosis

· He found that his disciples had fallen asleep
· Judas showed up with somewhere between 300-600 fully armed soldiers (they had never been able to capture him before) 
· Jesus asked them who are you seeking? I am he and they all fell to the ground.

· Judas kissed Jesus – this kiss was a symbol of covenant and deep love.

· Peter cut off a man’s ear… but Jesus rebuked him… said he could get 12 Legions of Angels (Legion was a regiment of at least 6000 men… 12 = 72000… Isaiah tells us the once angel killed 185,000 men in one night… 13 billion 320 million men)… and healed him
· He allowed himself to be taken “this is your hour, and the power of darkness”

· All of his disciples fled and left him.

· Jesus had the power to stop this at any time but he did not… why? Because of his love for you and for me…

II. Jesus on Trial/Before Pilate (Sabrina: Because of Who You Are)
· Jesus was then brought before the Sanhedrin – this was the Jewish ruling council.
· He was mocked and beaten – and then tried unjustly. Ultimately they determined deemed him worthy of death and brought him before Pilate.

· Pilate was the Roman Governor of Judea (there were 40 provinces)… he was ruthless and disliked and there had actually been so many complaints filed against him that he was under threat of being removed by Caesar. He had no margin for error but had to keep the peace.
· So the Jews show up with this Jesus of Nazareth and Pilate quickly discovers that he is innocent and they are jealous of him. Furthermore his wife sends him a note imploring him to not harm Jesus.

· The Jewish leaders stir up the crowd and they cry out for Jesus to be punished

· Pilate tries to scourge Jesus to no avail, he gives them an option of releasing Jesus or Barabas to no avail… he tried every way to get out of it but they ultimately cornered him with Jesus claim that he was as King.

· Pilate gives the word for Jesus to be crucified.

III. Jesus Crucified (Germaine: Spoken Word)
· Jesus was then marched through the streets of Jerusalem to the to place of execution.
· He was forced to carry his own cross… ultimately he was too weak and they had someone else do it for him.

· The crowds lined the streets… many mocking him.

· Explain crucifixion

· “It is finished” and died

IV. Jesus Risen (Ed-Esther: He is Risen)
· Jesus body was taken down and buried… 

· The priests were concerned that Jesus disciples would try and steal the body and claim that he had risen so they had Pilate place a guard.

· Jesus was completing the final part of his journey

· On Sunday several women were coming with spices and there was a great earthquake and an angel of the LORD came and rolled back the stone and the guards fell like dead men.
· He said “do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for He is risen, as He said, Come and see the place where the LORD lay. And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead…”

V. Communion (Gabrielle/Sabrina: Song + Dance)
· Jesus appeared many more times to his disciples before he ultimately ascended into heaven.
· Today as we celebrate the death, burial and resurrection of our LORD I want us to do something together… I want us to take communion.

· When we started, Jesus was just coming from the Last Supper and at it he took bread and broke it and said “this is my body” and he took win and drank it and said “this is my blood” – as often as you eat and drink do it in remembrance of me.

· What better thing can we do today together than remember Jesus and what he did for us?

· [Ushers serve while G/S sing and dance]

VI. Gospel
· In closing I want to ask you one simple question: why? Why did Jesus have to go through this?

· Jesus was crucified at the place of the skull

· Early church believed this was the burial place of Adam… or it was known as the place of Adam’s skull.

· Adam and Eve were perfect and in perfect relationship with God but they sinned and thus were separated from God. This sin came to all men… When people die they can no longer be in the presence of God but are separate forever in pain and torment.
· There is a heaven and a hell – if you died where would you go?

· Each of us are separated from God by sin… and we deserve eternal judgment.

· I’m a pretty good guy… have you lied? Have you stolen? Have you lusted? What does that make you?

· When God judges you would you be innocent or guilty – do you deserve to be punished?

· How do I become free from this punishment?

· Jesus was the second Adam and when he died he paid the price for eternal life to come to all men. He died at the place of the skull to bring eternal life to all men. That is the power of Easter!

· You have to reject sin and receive Him as your LORD… give your life to Him!
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