Message – Sunday, April 19, 2009
The Greatest Wonder of All - God

Many of us are getting bored of God, desiring other things, seeking fulfillment.

· God wants to wet our appetite for Him again.
· What are you fascinated by?  What excites you?  What are you looking forward to doing tomorrow, this year, in 5 years, etc…?
7 Natural Wonders of the World
1. The Northern Lights
· The changing interaction between the solar wind and the earth’s magnetic field create the motion of lights.
2. Paracutin
· Famous volcano in Mexico that stands 424m high.
3. The Harbour at Rio De Janeiro
· Found on the east-coast of Brazil
4. The Great Barrier Reef
· A Marine park off the north-east coast of Australia that consists of 2800 coral reefs.  It’s the only living structure that you can see from the ocean.
5. Victoria Falls 

· separates Zimbabwe and Zambia
· 1708m wide makes it the largest curtain of water in the entire world.
6. Grand Canyon
· Found in northern Arizona
· Has rivers, pools, waterfalls on the inside of it. 

7. Mount Everest

· Which is taller? Mount Everest or the CN Tower?

· Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world. Picture 16 CN Towers on top of each other.  Height is (8,848 m) which is almost 9km. 
· (Not to mention the 7 wonders of the universe.  Scientists all know that what holds everything in place is this force gravity – but don’t know why it exists or how it came to be.  – God set things in place)
· Allen Hood talks about wanting to pet a lion one day.
But God is more wonderful than all of the wonders of the world combined!  
· If you are amazed by the 7 wonders of the world, just wait until you see God (that goes for both the Christian and non-Christian)
· Being more in awe of the 7 wonders of the world than our times of seeking God in the word, in prayer, and in worship is like someone who thinks a little hill the size of a speed bump is the tallest and most majestic hill out there.  Just wait until you see Mount Everest!  Just wait until you really see God!
Exodus 33: 14 - 23 - Moses longs to see the face of God
· Verse 18: “glory” means resplendent beauty (resplendent means shining brilliantly; gleaming; splendid; radiant; dazzling, gorgeous, magnificent) beauty. Dictionary.com
· Exodus 34: 23: but God says it would Moses his life if he did.

· Imagine a husband/wife relationship, or a father/son relationship with this kind of limitation on it.  This was the result of the curse.  The fall of man hurt God more than man.
· Psalms talks much about “seeking his face”.  But really, if anyone in the Old Testament achieved their goal (i.e. saw God’s face), they would die.
· Communication – 7 % verbal, 38% vocal, 55% body (mostly facial)
· If you can’t see someone’s face, the majority of your communication is cut-off.
Jesus withheld some of His glory when He came as a man.  He didn’t come as the “Great” king the Jews had been looking for.  They couldn’t recognize Him when He road in on a donkey.
· BUT, the Jesus of the gospels was a Jesus who had put off His Godly qualities.  There are 3 accounts of Jesus in His full glory:

· Matthew 17: 1-2 - The transcended Jesus on the mount, with His face shining like the sun.
· The Jesus of Revelation 1:13-18  - The Jesus with flames of fire in His eyes

· Revelation 21:23 – The glory of God and the Lamb.  The Jesus who will make the sun redundant in the New Jerusalem.  
· The natural sun is the most powerful thing in the solar system.  It is the source of all life here on earth, as it provides food to the living things on the bottom of the food chain – plants.  Without the sun, there is no life.  Yet, it will no longer be needed because of Jesus’ glory.

If Moses saw the glory of God (His face), it would have cost him his life.  It cost Jesus’ life for you and me to see God’s face the way Moses desperately wanted to. (Because the veil was torn when Jesus said, “it is finished”).
It’s like a marine biologist whose exploration had been limited to just the shore, but now has been given the means to search anywhere in the ocean.  Or an astronaut with a cheap telescope, who has just been handed a vehicle that can take him/her anywhere in the universe, let alone the solar system.  

· This news would excite some but wouldn’t matter very much to others.  The former would be those have tried to get as close as possible but ran into a wall, reached a limit.
· Have you tested the limits of what you can experience God? If we are not maxing-out our current level of access, why would we need or even desire more access?  
· Jesus returning = more access to God!!

God’s desire for us to enter into this deep relationship with Him is stronger than our desire for Him!  God is showing me that intimacy with us is on His heart.  He is helping me see intimacy behind the power of God.
· Seeing beyond the power:
· 1 Kings 18: 36– 37 Elijah and prophets of Baal showdown

· We look at the events and say, “Yeah, you show ‘em God.  They were humiliated!”

· Then God showed me that the fire was an act of intimacy – to bring those people, who were after other lovers 

· “Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again.”

· It was the desire of men of God (Peter)

· Matthew 14: 28 – 29 Peter and the boat.

· Peter walked on water, but not simply for “the thrill of it”.

· Peter had already witnessed Jesus calm the storm and knew that Jesus had authority over the wind and the waves.  

· He wanted to COME TO JESUS, period.  So unless Jesus is waiting for you at the end of the swimming pool, there’s no real sense in trying to walk on water.  Behind the power is a call for intimacy.

· What matters most is not the walking on water part, what matters most is who are you meeting.  

· John 21:7 John recognized that it was Jesus when he appeared to the disciples (because of Jesus’ catch – He recognized the fruit), but Peter was the first to jump out of the boat.  He didn’t walk on water this time (but who cares?) Peter was just concerned about being close to Jesus)

· Graham Cooke – “Mommies and Daddies”

· Don’t just be amazed at the power – “Wow, I want to hear God’s voice and speak prophetically like that!” Justin, remember, it’s a call to intimacy.

BUT…if God has one “fear”, it’s that the people who He loves might forget about Him

· The 10 commandments – I thought it was just God putting us in-line, but then He revealed to me His heart – that intimacy would not be lost.
· Deuteronomy 8: 11 – 17 

· Put yourself in God’s position – what do you do if you want to give a gift/blessing to someone you deeply love, but know/fear that the one you love will forget you after they’ve enjoyed the blessing?  

· Do you give it? God has a tough call to make.
· “Obey them, lest you forget the Lord once you’ve gotten your fill!!”

· Question: have you forgotten the Lord in the midst of the blessings He’s given you? 

· Even in preparing this message (a time when I needed Him for something), I felt God’s heart.  “Justin, are you going to seek Me now to get your sermon, then forget about Me once your finished.  I desire you always – don’t forget about Me.
Let’s not forget about the Lord.  Declare that Christ didn’t die in vain!  The opportunity is before us – let’s seize it.  Don’t take what we have for granted.
What would the men and women of the old testament (who were not permitted to get half as close as we can to God) say to us today, if given the opportunity?  
· Hebrews 12: 1-2 - We have a cloud of witnesses watching us 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Esau, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets.  

· Matthew 13: 16 – 17 – the prophets/righteous men of old desired to see and hear what you hear.

· They may be saying to each other, “Man, if only I was allowed to see His face.  Come’on, do you know what opportunity you have?”
· Maybe the only one who knew this opportunity was Adam.  He walked with God. Wow.
Revelation 4:8 – The four living creatures at God’s throne are covered in eyes. 

· I used to think, “ewe…gross” 

· But then I realized that God’s beauty/glory/majesty is too great for one pair of eyes to take-in
An eternal life-span is no mistake, and it’s not a form of punishment of boredom– it means we’ll need every moment of eternity to search out God.  We are thinking to small of God if we think we can get to know Him in a million years. 

David – 

· Although he couldn’t see God’s face (he would have died), he STILL said, in Psalm 27:4, “one thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord.”  

· What would David have said if he had the opportunity to come boldly before the throne and gaze at the face of God?  We have that chance, and what is our heart’s cry?
Hebrew 4:16: come boldly before the throne of grace

Amen

