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The Just Shall Live By Faith
I. One of the areas the LORD has been dealing with me recently in is that of living a life of faith.

A. I’m finding that in seasons past I was really pressing/believing but in many ways had begun to settle in a comfort zone

B. We always need to guard against ‘slothfulness’ – losing our fire/momentum

C. I walk by faith when my back is against the wall (I have to) but I struggle to do it to press into the ‘greater’

D. God has called us to be a ‘church without limits’ but to do this we have to be totally immersed in a life of faith – not just dabble in it a bit.

E. Over the next several weeks we are going to be digging into faith… what does it really mean to live by it.

II. The just shall live by faith

A. Hab. 2:4, Rom. 1:11, Gal. 3:11, Heb 10:38 – we see four separate times in scriptures that the just shall live by faith.

B. Just (that’s me) = those who have been justified (born again) – this applies to anyone who has made Jesus their LORD.

C. Shall live by faith = the very essence of our life needs to be this thing called faith. Every area of our life needs to be lived out by faith.
D. Relationship with God… by faith. Relationships… by faith Finances… by faith. Our job… by faith. Our education… by faith.

E. 2 Cor. 5:7 – we walk by faith and not by sight

F. Questions: What is faith? How do I live by it? 

III. Why is living by faith important?
A. It is impossible to please God without it – Heb. 11:6 (We please Him with it!!!!)
B. Through it we are saved – Eph. 2:8 (Salvation – not just being b.again)
C. We receive the Spirit by faith – Gal. 3:2 (We will interact through faith)
D. Through it we inherit the promises of God – Heb. 6:12 (there are thousands in the scriptures – every one comes by faith)
E. It overcomes the world – 1 John 5:4 (There is not a challenge/attack that cannot be overcome by faith)
IV. What is faith?

A. There is a danger that we can give a ‘canned’ theological/doctrinal answer but totally miss the revelatory truth of this (ex: “believing God”)

B. Heb. 11:1-3

C. “Evidence of things not seen”, “were not made of things which are visible” – we see here direct references to the spirit/unseen realm.
D. We actually are currently existing in two realities – the natural and the spirit. The unseen (Spirit) realm is just as real as the natural realm (2 Cor. 4:18 – things which are seen vs. things which are unseen) (Visual: two people)
i. We relate to the seen realm through our 5 senses – we are very developed in this. 

ii. God dwells and operates in the unseen (Spirit) realm – everything in the seen realm started in the unseen. (Heb. 11:3, Being born again, Receiving the Holy Spirit…, power, blessing, favor…)
iii. We are most developed in the natural – the things of God are in the Spirit… there is a gap.

E. Faith bridges this gap. It is when the unseen realm is just as real to us as the seen realm and through our expectation/words/ actions we see what is in the spirit manifest in the natural.  It is the connector…
F. Heb 11:1 (AMP) -  1NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].
i. Faith is not some mysterious spiritual force that some of us have and some of us do not - we all have the ability to believe. (Rom. 12:3)
ii. Faith does not make things happen – it connects us to the finished work of Christ and what God has already done! (God is not moved by faith…)(Ex: Sitting in a chair… just sitting vs. a super-spiritual build up)
iii. Rom. 10:17 – faith comes by hearing the Word. The word tells us what is in the Spirit realm and when we have complete confidence/reliance on that then that is faith.
V. Living by faith is a lifestyle where the unseen realm is just as real to you as the seen – you are convinced of what God has done for you through Christ.

A. Most of us have this in some areas but in many others we are living simply in the natural realm. (Ex: Born again vs. finances)
B. God is calling us to live by faith (and see the results of it) in every area of our life! (We going to talk more about mechanics in next weeks teaching)
VI. Elisha and his servant in Dothan (1 Kings 6:13-16)
A. Elisha’s servant feared because he did not have a revelation of the reality of the unseen realm – Elisha had complete confidence: faith.

B. He didn’t pray for deliverance, an army, a solution – he prayed that the young man’s eyes would be opened to what was already there.

C. Faith is not about believing enough so something will happen – it is about our eyes being opened to the reality of what God has done for us through Christ!

D. Elisha faced an impossibility… many of us face natural impossibilities but over these next several weeks I believe our eyes are going to be opened to what we have in the Spirit and that will become our reality: faith. Our prayer: open our eyes that we may see
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