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I. Introduction

A. We are continuing our study in Living by Faith – we saw last week that four separate times the scriptures tell us the ‘just shall live by faith’.

B. Live by faith = a lifestyle… not something that we just dabble in/do on Sundays (this is where a lot of us are falling short) – it is something we do on purpose and through focus.
C. Last week we discussed the reality of the unseen realm – and that faith is being convinced/having the conviction of it’s reality, the reality of what God has done/is doing for you in it.

D. Faith is the connector between the spirit and the natural – it allows us to receive (Ex: 1 Peter 2:24) V: Radio
E. Someone asked me “how do I do this? How do I get what is over there to over here”?
II. A Lifestyle of Faith = A Commitment to the Great Commandment

A. Matthew 22:37-40 – Love the LORD your God…

B. Galatians 5:6 – Faith working through love

C. The foundation for living a life of faith is a life that radically committed to loving God and loving our neighbor as we love ourselves.

D. Faith is not a formula (sometimes we have reduced it to that) but it flows out of intimacy with God.
E. Someone who is living the life of faith is daily growing in the knowledge of God. There is a trust that comes from knowing Him.

F. Our intimacy with God is like the battery that powers our faith (faith working by love) V: Battery and flashlight
G. I realized over the past season that I have paid far more attention to loving God (which is great) than to loving my neighbor as myself.

H. Often we can be guilty of not loving our neighbor – this undermines our faith! Some examples:

i. Selfishness

ii. Holding an offense against our brother/sister in Christ
iii. Not having a passion for those who do not know God
I. When we make a decision to walk in love no matter what it energizes our faith (battery) V: Battery and flashlight

J. A lifestyle of faith is firmly planted in a lifestyle that is committed to loving God and loving others. If we refuse/fall short in this we can listen to all the teaching, ‘do all the steps’ but we are going to fall short and be frustrated and disillusioned.
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