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SHARING THE STORY

I. Intro

A. We are going to begin a month-long focus on ‘telling the story’ of who God is and what he has done (aka evangelism, aka winning)

B. This is a tough topic for most of us because whenever we hear about it we tend to think of something like this: SKIT: “Fire and Brimstone”, “Spooky Pooky”, and “Preacher-Man”.

C. Because we tend to have these kind of impressions we really struggle to see ourselves doing it. We move from hype, to guilt, to quitting and back again.

D. This month, my prayer is that we will shatter false perspectives and there will be a Holy Spirit empowerment for us to ‘tell the story’ of who Jesus is, what Jesus has done for us and for those we are sharing with.

E. Mark 16:15-18 – The Great Commission: We see that Jesus last words to us were to go into all the world and preach the gospel

i. Gospel = Good News – the good news of what God has done for us through Jesus, the good news of what he has provided for us and saved us from.

ii. Go Into All the World = world = Kosmos

iii. Preach – this tends to throw some of us off… but preach simply means to declare, proclaim or make known. Or if I could put it another way: tell the story. How many of us can tell a story.
F. This month I don’t want to focus so much on evangelism, winning, outreach, conversions, attractional methods of prosletyzation etc. I want to focus on learning to, and being passionate about sharing the story of what God has done for us, and what God has done for you! Everyone can love people and everyone can tell a story.

G. This week: I want to talk about three key ingredients that are vital for us to grow in telling the story
II. Passion

A. Matthew 22:37-40 – the Great Commandment… The Great Commission was meant to be powered by the Great Commandment.
B. We start with a passion for Jesus - A love/passion for Jesus will cause us to want to share His story with others – when we love someone we naturally want to talk about it.

i. When we are in love with Jesus, then telling his story is natural for us, when we have allowed our love to grow cold then it is very forced.

ii. We need to guard this ‘vertical relationship’ with Him jealously.

C. Second: we need to have a passion for people – that is the second part of the commandment which is loving our neighbor. 
i. When we truly love people it is natural to tell them the story of what Jesus has done.

ii. When we are note motivated by love for people then sharing the story is forced and they can tell. They can also tell when you really love them (ex. Guy in the restaurant)
D. Solution: Ask, Seek, Knock (Matt. 7:7)!

E. God has shed abroad his love in our hearts… He wants to fill us so full of His love so we can love him and love people! We are not approaching this month as spiritual beggars but as sons and daughters of God!

III. Prayer

A. When we first receive Jesus, or get excited about sharing the story we tend to think that people are just going to jump on it and receive. We begin to notice quickly though that that is not the case.
B. Luke 10:2 – pray the LORD of the harvest to send forth laborers. Sustained and passionate prayer is vital to seeing people come to Jesus.
C. Every major move of God where many came to Jesus – you will find that ‘real prayer’ is right in the middle of it! Prayer is like the ‘air force’ that prepares the way for the ground troops
D. Charles Finney
· Was a great preacher/revivalist in the mid-1800’s

· Some claim that 500,000 came to Jesus through his meetings – one in Rochester saw 100,000 conversions in one year!

· Entire towns would be impacted when he came – the hardest individuals would come to Jesus.

· One account of him going to a factory and conviction falling on the entire factory

· Many people are not as aware of Father Nash – who would go into towns up to two weeks earlier and just pray.

· Charles Finney and Father Nash often prayed together when the faced a difficulty.

E. George Muller 
· Man of tremendous prayer – documented 20,000 answered prayer requests… 5000 on the same day!

· He built orphanages and ministered to children – and saw the equivalent of 150 million dollars come in through prayer and simple faith over his lifetime.

· He would pray for people to commit to Jesus – some he prayed as long as 50 years! One man he prayed for did not come to Jesus until after he died (but he still came)

F. Mark Cahill 
· Saw a beautiful sunset and prayed that someone would see it and wonder about the creator… the next day he met two girls who he found out had asked that exact question and he got to share with them.

G. Prayer (1) opens the hearts of people to receive Jesus (don’t worry about mechanics right now). (2) It also changes our hearts. (3) Finally it turns you into a ‘spiritual magnet’ for people who are hungry for God.
H. Solution: What if every day you took at least a minute to pray that people would hear and receive the good news, and that you would have an open door with somebody?

IV. Plan
A. Finally we need to have a plan of how we are going to share we people – this is where many of us fall short. We get passionate, we pray but when someone asks us – how are you going to do it? We don’t know.
B. Those who fail to plan, plan to fail! (John Maxwell)
C. First: we need a plan of how to actually share the story with people
D. Second: we need a plan of who, when, where we are going to do it. 
E. Each one of us has a unique ‘story telling’ DNA… God created you with a ‘sweet spot’ for sharing His story with others. We often get into trouble because we try to imitate somebody else instead of discovering and perfecting who God anointed us to be!
F. Eph. 2:10 – on a daily/weekly basis God has created you for good works (which include sharing the story) – he already set it up for you!
V. Challenge
A. This next month is going to be about growing in our passion, prayer and plan regarding sharing the story, growing as individuals and a church and seeing people come to Jesus!
B. I’m asking you to join me in the following commitments:

i. Read daily devotionals (Devo board/e-mail)

ii. Fasting one day per week

iii. Praying every day for our hearts to increase, and people’s hearts to be opened to the gospel.

C. This will prepare us for July where we will be reaching out in an unprecedented manner! We are going to believe 
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