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Faith Comes by Hearing the Word
I. Introduction

A. We are continuing our study on a life of faith

B. The first week we established that faith is a state of believing - being fully convinced of the reality of the unseen/spirit realm and of God’s promises/power therein.

C. When we are in this place of faith we will begin to see what is in the spirit manifest in the natural.

D. Last week we talked about the foundation of the Great Commandment – and the fact that faith works by love.

E. This week we want to focus on the importance of the Word of God and how it relates to our faith. A lifestyle of faith = a lifestyle committed to the Word of God.
II. Without the Word of God you cannot have faith. (Rom 10:17)
A. The Word of God/Scriptures is the primary ingredient for faith
B. The Word is what tells us what is going on the spirit/unseen realm – when we believe it then we begin to see it manifest in our lives.

C. Faith = Word. Much Word = Much faith… Little Word = Little Faith… No Word = No Faith
D. Visual: Ice Tea Sugar + Water (3 glasses of water)
E. This shows that faith is accessible to anyone who is willing to get into the Word.

F. Your faith regarding a certain area is directly connected to your ‘Word Level’ in that area. 
G. We decide how much Word level we will have – not God.

H. Acts 19:1-6 – the disciples could not believe until they heard the Word

I. Ex: healing/finances/emotions

J. The enemy fights tooth and nail to keep us out of the Word of God… because then he can keep our faith weak.
K. What do you see when you see your Bible: you need to see it as the primary ingredient for a life of faith!

III. Faith comes by hearing the Word (Rom. 10:17)
A. We need to go a step further because there are many times where we know a scripture but still do not truly have faith – this is because we need to hear the Word.

B. Hearing the Word does not just refer to hearing with our natural ears – or else it would be impossible for a deaf person to get faith.

C. Word = Rhema: living/spoken word (logos = written word)

D. Faith (confidence/fully convinced) comes when you ‘hear’ God say it to you.
E. Process = we start with the written/recorded word but then there is a point when this LOGOS becomes RHEMA… it comes alive to us, we become fully convinced, we know that we know that we know…

F. Ex: When I was sitting on that rock at boys camp/When we started the church/when someone knows that they are born again.

G. So how does LOGOS become RHEMA? How do I come to a place of being fully convinced?
IV. Moving from a dark place to the morning star rising in our hearts (2 Peter 1:19-21)
A. When Peter refers to the prophetic word he is meaning the writing of the prophets or the scriptures for early Church.
B. He says that we need to heed (NLT/AMP – pay close attention) to the Word as a light in a dark place… in other words don’t stop looking at it!

C. We see a progression from dark place to a light, to dawn, to the morning star rising in your heart.

D. We start in a dark place but when we get the Word and we begin to focus on it then the light of it begins to grow… at first it is hard to believe but as we continue to ‘heed’ it then it grows and grows until it totally overpowers all the darkness!

E. In other words… we start with the LOGOS but the more time we spend with it the more the light of it grows until the MORNINGSTAR arises and RHEMA breaks forth!

F. Psalm 1:1-3 – meditate in the Word and prosper

V. Some practical steps to walking this out:
A. This is not a formula – it flows out of intimacy (Morningstar)
B. Pick two or three areas that you want/need to grow your faith in…

C. Get the LOGOS regarding that area

D. Meditate in the LOGOS – read it, memorize it, “chew on it”, sing it, write poetry/rhymes about it, put it up in visible places, pray over it until it becomes RHEMA! (Faith)

VI. The Example of the Centurion (Matt. 8:5-13)
A. He told Jesus ‘only speak the Word and my servant will be healed’
B. Jesus marveled at his faith (wonder, admiration, astonishment)

C. Vs. 13 – as you have believed so let it be done for you…

D. God is raising us up as a church to be like the centurion as say ‘only speak the Word’… 
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